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“Car o, Makoe a look,” The heat in the room was alreachy inberse and
poering imo the oven behew me would simply make it seasing. "L
o ghe bop's off.” | thnust my faoe ingo the ush of heat. Someshere
in the dark pit Belme was a fing of pink, bright pink rose petals with
a small bere| sigting om them, | quickly shrank back, Sulabman smiled
el .;r.-l_|-|:$r|_1:| tha by ek o,

I had wandored into Sulaiman's cook house following the smell.
Outsiche a traal of black soot wound its way up a wall; inside the
roam wis 4 dustone of brown from the mud walls and Black from
warars oo smoke,

Koses ane urerapecied in Oman, [0 sumemes (e iemperabune can
reach over SO°C while inowinter i Beeers anound 20°C, Haowever,
ascend a couple of kilomelres into ihe bl Akbdar mountains and
winder rosts can gnge the air andd the summer heat barely seaches
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00T, Hem s the land of the Omani mse - Rose Damask
(Rosr Fhnmascena

Chuite henw ther rosee bushees first reached Ovman can anly be B
ulated about: perhaps it was from ancient Persia whese the rose has
lorg Been cultvated and whose ancient emplre once included
Oman. But given the extacedinary inensification of Olesani
agricultve in the 17th contury under the Yaroubi milers, it may woll
hawe been brought across from Persia then,

Whart | had stumibsled on was a key process in the manufacture of
Ovman's sought afler rse waler, For many rose waler producers in
these moumains the stan of thisir commercial suocess @ (e annual
auction of the rights b hareest he rode petals oo fanmes sl no
longer manufactune the rose water. |n early April, potential bunyers
gather in the dields below the village of Shurndgah and walk
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weh Avadad Thane collecting
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whien the fghes 1ooa fields haneest for o year are pailable. Be the

e Coamgee i Camn D pnlinsg A

fochds smuall, or elaEneely Largs
with prices topgeng ROE00 for some larger fiefcs, thir auclion
L |'.|||ll fierle -'||11I :!Iill kards

The prarmriced Albed @ Sicolinier with | jery fumace, | sk

hie fose petal hareeson as iy

eaiby and arrived in limee 100 oin
wanrkeel. Tirme = ool the ossersce or e e e [lChang im b
ool O RO hiefore the inlers® aroema of Dhe e I"-.I|-::1'.I|l.'-.
Plicking «

many prosisce up o 3000 hileresoares cluring ils sedsomn and a € e

HE :i'u- [Pk o ||-|'.||| TS .\,"||'||i I':'|.'|| iII.':i'\- ol E=A0 bmichi

ol husidied Norvers e e reach for collesction each maor mirg
s mi Jebsel Akbafar ang Laid out, ol O e -

T [ ||'||I|||:|- e THIETRS UL

The: rosa ga

Fain's plateaL essil it cascacke dieny
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shomes that were spll away drom the solid slopes of he

HEnLn
v basen weasd o creabe the walls, Soal from e valbess belony oF
tha i CHE (= s e |:'II'|I:|I1'|||J whene ralinfall creates a build L
o sccliment, has been wed 1o devedop a ferile plof of Land belsind
1 b Fielels aan the
WM A B SOJARTE (THChors Tl

each wall. wWith such effort, s not su Prsing th

Bmace= e amkall, GFleY rHD mane
feason o this infense labour s that the water springs on the

maodinlam are locate] on the clilt Gaoe and by using o &

mach water chansel, thee wealor el can alw e e b Case e
devamn, ino cach field on the mck face

For sewmne o i peoge hanvesting the rose petals, their mini
fackwy = U shanwrt el A B levraoes indn Hhee -..|||.|3.‘~:-; o
HNeTs & Sne i A Ireck of el kilometres o e neodes], As

AMUECH 30 O TOBAY 7%



e 2% Thee roses reach the rose waber production pont thew ane lakd
ot o a Choth and sprinkled with seates (o masniam thisir ireahness,

A1 thie cone of the rose waber prodiction process is a oz
(ewen), that fieny fumace | had seen the previows diy

Poorwadays e of cement bul previously iroem mud, s size s
n keeping with the fiekls where the roses come [rom small
Suspended inside ane el clay pois hacally called fevrra, These
ang seaboed in place at the top of the oven, sbove a fine, Today this
awen may be gas fired bt F|n-l.:|:r|_n.|'. the wood of S Inbes
[ Szt spng Tl was the fuel of choice. Inside the pot, a
misture of rose pefals and water simmers way creating a hesdy
seam. The sieam is trapped nade the clay pot by a coppes gaes
o) which is filled with cold water, Finally, the steam conderses
against the cool copper gavs and drips into 2 b small bowd)
placed wn top of the roses simmiering bl

The quantity of this condensed rose water is small but even so
periadically the gas which has stoppensd the Seaer is lifted out.
Liging & s of pleers the seids which has been colbecting the drops

M6 Oovial TOOEYY WLARCTH 200049

AGRICULTURE

B ready 1o

o rose water can be taken out and its contents fillered info a large
storage par. This allows the water o sestle and unlilsened sedimen
can drop to the botten. The final age is decanting the water into
empty Vimto bottles, whose destinctive shape must be the expecied
canitainer fior all jebel Akdhdar rose waier

Through the clear glass of the Vimio bottle, it s apparent that this
rosr waler 15 eshincinve, Where rode waser from other countries. is
chear, like water, Oman's has an amber colour o 2. B aroma carrles
rof ondy e heasdy fragrance of the rose but also that of the Sagk
sk whnse flamie started the process,

e this fragrand, smoky mose water that nos finds iis ety b
homes and food produsction units around Oman, Perhaps a few
drops are added to Omani gefwa icofiee] of more penemous
quantities ane pouned into giant eversized copper cauldions [
during the making of the classic Ormani A (3 seeet mach ke
Turkish delightl. However @t i wsed, the demand makes # cortain
that the next auction of the rose harvest will be a5 competitive as
this years. B
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